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Women's Club of Milton  
Valentine’ Tea and Creative Arts Experience 

February 9, 2021 Zoom Meeting Minutes 
 

President Carol Ann Stone called the meeting to order at 1:15 pm via Zoom. 
 
Arts and Culture Chair, Ellen Passman, organized and led The Valentine’s Tea and Arts and 
Crafts portion of the meeting (held prior to a mini business meeting) by inviting members to share 
their creative arts handiwork, teacup stories and coping with the Covid-19 pandemic stories.  She 
honored two late WCOM members, Ethel Graham and Jeanne Sposato, both of whom had 
imparted their own artistic talents to the Club in years past.  Ellen introduced special guest, Steven 
Graham, Ethel’s son, who presented several of Ethel’s photographs, one of which won the national 
GFWC Photography Contest in 2000.  Judy Redard, Jeanne’s daughter, was unable to attend today 
but sent Ellen several of her mother’s poems which Ellen and Marie Jonson read for the group.   
 
Arts and Crafts - New member Maida Graves, also a member of the Milton Arts Guild (MAG), 
showed two samples of her artwork, a sketch of a horse (she once worked with livestock) and a 
framed charcoal drawing.  Her sister, another new member Freda Norris, displayed two of her 
sewing achievements, making new clothes from old ones that are now on sale at the Owl’s Nest 
(25037 Zoar Road, Georgetown, DE).  Maida also took us on a virtual tour of her home which she 
had remodeled during Covid-19, having done all the painting and decorating herself.  Jean Bekeshka 
displayed her special sugar cookies made in the shapes of a heart, a teapot and a teacup that she 
baked with her grandchildren.  The youngest kids loaded theirs with sprinkles, of course.  Mary Ellen 
King read an article she had written when her father was recuperating from a serious brain operation.  
The faux newsprint edition stated that her father’s surgeons had found a large number of small, 
smooth, round objects that spilled out upon opening his head to cause them to exclaim that Mr. King 
had lost his marbles!  Thus was born the family tradition of placing marbles at her parents’ graveside 
each year.  New member Donna Shea, an attorney in DC for 17 years (eight at the State 
Department) decided, since she was always the one at family gatherings who brought the food, to 
change careers.  She ultimately went to culinary school and was until recently the Executive Chef at 
the Addy Sea, an historic Inn in Bethany Beach, DE.  During Covid-19 she has been baking scones 
and she presented two of her homemade biscotti: one, a cranberry white chocolate and the other, 
almond.  Joanne Jordan likes to quilt and she showed the Club a lovely red and white Valentine 
table mat she had made.  Teresa Ripley, a retired Coast Guard veteran, went back to school to study 
pastry art.  She shared onscreen pictures of her pastry wonders, e.g., cakes, cookies, etc.  Mary Kay 
Williams discussed making Valentine’s cards in past years (except 2021) and is ready to do it again 
next year at her home.  Members made over 400 cards last year, 125 of which were delivered to 
Meals on Wheels.  Barbara German has become a shutterbug since retiring and moving to DE.  She 
exhibited her photo of a dahlia flower for which she won second prize in the 2019 DSFWC contest.  
This year she has entered a photo of a butterfly on some daisies.  She also demonstrated her work 
with alcohol ink on a ceramic tile in a trinket tray.  Linda King was asked to read a short story she 
had written in her writing class but in the interest of time, she offered to share it by attaching it to 
these minutes.  Ellen Passman will explore ideas for future arts programs and classes: an alcohol ink 
class with the MAG (maybe with wine?); a Sposato wine tasting with cake parings; baking classes 
with Paula Costanzo and Donna Shea.  Contact Ellen with ideas for arts events/classes, etc.   
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Teacup Stories - Carol Ann Stone told a story about her granddaughter, who when she was little, 
had learned the word “personalize” and she loved to use it.  At Christmas one year, the 
schoolchildren went into Santa’s workshop to buy gifts (at $1 each) for loved ones on their list.  Her 
granddaughter picked out a gift for Carol Ann and was so pleased to tell her that it was 
“personalized!”  Carol Ann wondered what could actually have her name written on it and then she 
received a china teapot that read: “I love my” and a matching cup that read: “Grandma,” of course, 
the name by which her granddaughter knew her.  Carol Capobianco shared the story of her teacup.  
An organizer of last year’s Valentine’s Tea, she had brought a whole set of matching cups and 
saucers from home, but had tripped carrying them in from the rain; many dropped and were broken.  
However, she found a use for the broken china by planting it in her garden to help revitalize the soil.  
Paula Costanzo held up her purple butterfly cup and Joanne Jordan shared the cup her grandson 
had made with s picture of his face drawn on it.  Maida Graves and Freda Norris displayed their 
matching cups bought from a thrift store. 
 
Covid-19 Stories - Michela Coffaro reflected how she has been able use her skills and credentials 
to help people during Covid-19.  Her degrees and certificates in education, social work and 
technology led to careers as a teacher, social worker, CEO of “What’s Your Voice” and also working 
in nursing homes, rehabilitation and assisted living.  Deborah Pecoraro revealed how she’s been 
keeping busy during Covid-19 by helping to homeschool her 6th grade granddaughter.  She has been 
learning a lot herself and called it a wonderful experience.  Another project keeping her busy during 
Covid-19 is painting with chalk paint; she demonstrated a table lamp she had made.  Diane Bitterle 
who retired a year and a half ago hopes to get involved in arts.  She has been coping during Covid-19 
by starting her own greeting card ministry.  She has sent out 75+ cards to let people know she was 
thinking about them; she read her favorite card to the members.  Paula Costanzo said that during the 
first six months of Covid-19 she baked almost every day and shared the goods with her family and 
neighbors; she was lucky enough to see her grandchildren during this time.  Carol Capobianco has 
been helping to care for her grandchildren and also helps to provide for her daughter-in-law’s special 
dietary needs.  Every Sunday, Carol has been creating culinary adventures to meet her celiac and 
vegetarian requirements.     
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited followed by a Moment of Silence. 
 
Minutes: Joanne Jordan’s minutes of the January 12, 2021 WCOM Member meeting were approved. 
 
Treasurer's Report:  Paula Costanzo reported that the balance in the WCOM Treasury as of 
January 31 was $19,769.71.  The Treasurer's Report was approved, pending audit. 
 
Correspondence:  In Nancy Reeves absence, Carol Ann Stone reported no correspondence. 
 
Membership:  A total of 22 members and 1 guest attended today’s Zoom meeting.  Ellen Passman is 
continuing to hold orientation conversations with new members.  
 
Old Business:  
 
Open WCOM Positions - Please contact Carol Ann Stone if interested in volunteering to fill two 
vacant positions:  Recording Secretary and Assistant Treasurer.  In addition, Chairs are needed for 
two Community Service Programs: 1) Civic Engagement and Outreach, and 2) Health and Wellness.  
A Chair is also needed for Legislation/Public Policy, an Advancement area position.    
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DSFWC Federation Day Raffle Tickets – Jean Bekeshka reported that our Club sold $55 worth of 
tickets which have been forwarded to the DSFWC.  While Federation Day has been postponed until 
the Fall, the drawing will still take place on March 6. 
 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service - Carol Ann Stone announced that WCOM members were 
very generous in participating in the Code Purple project, run by Delaware 50+ and the Delaware 
Department of Health and Social Services for Martin Luther King Jr. Day.  Carol Ann filled her truck 
and Paula Costanzo filled her SUV with Club donations and delivered them to be used for “To Go” 
meals for Code Purple Shelters. 
 
New Business:  
 
Volunteer Hours - Nancy Trask has agreed to take over recoding the Club’s volunteer hours from 
Jean Bekeshka.  Please submit your hours for the month to Nancy by the 5th of the following month. 
 
Milton Community Food Pantry - has asked for CANNED SOUPS.  Many members have already 
dropped off goods at Carol Ann Stone’s and Paula Costanzo’s homes, thank you.  Please continue. 
 
Education and Libraries - School gift cards - The WCOM Board approved Karen Spencer’s, 
Education and Libraries Chair, request to spend the budgeted $400 for gift cards at one time for H. O. 
Brittingham and Milton Elementary Schools.   
 
Environment - Carol Ann Capobianco and Maureen Blasic, Chairpersons of the Environment 
Committee, have restarted the “Free the Girls” project, collecting new or gently used bras to be 
donated to a non-profit organization that assists victims of sex trafficking.  Donations have come from 
all over since the Club advertised drop off addresses.  Nancy Trask reported she received 240 bras 
from the Coastal Club development.  (She will ask Nancy Reeves to send a Thank You note from the 
WCOM.)  So far, Carol reported that a total of 396 bras have been collected. 
 
Health and Wellness - March 9, 2021 - Guest Speaker: Deborah Pecoraro, RN on “At Home Care” 
 
Environment - April 13, 2021 - Guest Speaker: Teresa Ripley on “Teach a Person to Fish Society”   
 
Other Business:  The Comfort Bears Project and Hospitality are on hold until further notice. 
 
The Collect was recited and the meeting was adjourned at 2:50 pm. 
 
Next General Member Meeting: March 9, 2021 at 1:00pm - ZOOM ONLY  
 
Linda King 
 
Attachment: L. R. King’s short story 


